Setting Up A Very Easy RSS Reader

RSS stands for Real Simple Syndication. It is a format for web material that is sent to
you, rather than you having to go to it. If you have twenty favorite websites, RSS allows
you to automatically collect all the data from those websites, so all you have to do is go
to one place. To do this you need a special sort of program that can retrieve the material.
Once you’ve got such a program—a reader—and added an RSS feed from a website to
that reader, the latest from that website is always there waiting for you.

To see how this works, go to the New York Times website. Right in the address bar,
you’ll see those letters RSS.

The New York Times - Breaking News, World News & Multimedia
:] & http://www.nytimes.com/ RSS)- (%
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Sometimes you’ll see the official RSS icon:

.

In either case, this means that the people behind the website are making their material
available in RSS format. All you have to do is sign up for it.

There are a variety of RSS readers out there, plus nowadays browsers have built-in RSS
functions. The instructions here will be for setting up the Google Reader. It’s easy, and
all it requires is that you have a gmail account. (And if you don’t have a gmail account,
it’s no big deal to get one; you never have to use it for anything but access to the reader.)

Let’s set up a Google reader, then we’ll talk about how to use it.



Go to google.com and click on more on the top left. Select the Reader.
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If you already have a Google account, sign in. If not, create one.

Sign in to Google Reader with your
Google Account

Email: |

Password:

™ Remember me on this computer.

I cannot access my account

Don't have a Google Account?



Once you have your account and are logged in, you can go to the Google reader. It starts
out empty, with a welcome message.
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Home Welcome to Google Reader!
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Starred itemsﬁ“} Welcome to Google Reader, Google's web-based feed reader. Reader lets you subscribe to web sites so
= that new content comes to you when it's posted. Learn more about reader by watching this video, or take
Trends a quick tour.
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What we have to do now is add some RSS feeds. There are various ways of handling this.
As you get experienced with the software, you can just paste a feed url into the green add
subscription box in the left-hand column.

(" Start sharing )

E3 Add subscription X
Enter a search term to find feeds or paste a feed url.

Add

e.g., googleblog.blogspot.com or cnn

. A

The easiest thing to do, however, is to go to a website and let the reader find if there’s a
feed. That’s why I like the Google reader: it does the heavy lifting for you.



For a start, go the the Coachean Feed. It is accessible from a link at the top left of
jimmenick.com.
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When you click on the link and go to the feed, you’ll see the RSS symbol in the address
bar. Click on that symbol.

Google Reader - Coachean Feed's starred items

| http://www.google.com/reader/shared/user/08836897806665128730/state/com.google/starred?hl=en {} v




This will open the feed in the RSS format. You could simply copy the RSS address you
now see and paste it into the green Add Subscription box back in the reader, but the
reader is so smart it wants to help you out. Just click the Subscribe Now button at the top
of the RSS page. We do, of course, want to use Google as our subscribe option.

W Subscribe to this feed using [3 Google ;-3.,
)

1 Always use Google to subscribe to feeds.

(Subscribe Now )

You’ll get a choice of adding the site to your Google homepage or the Google reader.
Choose the button to add it to the reader.

Google Reader makes it easy to keep up with the
latest content from a large number of sites, all on a
single reading list.
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Cocga Resser b aya | SN | W N |
| uza Geogle Biog Freswiin v Capenivew L€ i
¢ A0 et (103, ABBewe b o el - Wt msne - Bkt
O St Sy B
e Your lnbox $3¢ the web

Oret ntzrsna: Lesps
A sdnirviusn hon w sl

w (3 mrwes (1%

L T

- coman it




Now you will be taken back to the reader, with the subscription up and running.
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:Ouglt Reader All items v [ Search_
Home Coachean Feed's starred items in Google Reader
All items (10 Show: 10 new items - all items  Mark all as read  Refresh
Starred items %

You have subscribed to "."  Add to a folder... v
Trends
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. Can you be blamed for forgetting?
Notes from blog.talkingphilosophy.com by Jean Kazez

Your shared items will be visible to your

Google Friends. Learn More | read an interesting news story recently about a tragic case of a baby dying in a hot car. The mother

had forgotten to drop off the baby at a childcare center on the way to work. She spent 8 hours at a

Start sharing ) school, where she was assistant principal, only to return to her car and find the baby dead.
o L . The mother now travels around speaking out about the risk of leaving children in hot
Add subscription Discover » cars—something that people do all too often, with tragic consequences. So she's not only suffered
) terribly, but also tried to make something constructive out of her personal tragedy. In an interview the
Show: updated - all pefiesh woman sobbed about her child’s death (and you'd be crazy not to feel for her) but she said
_ Coachean Feed's starr... (10) something | found strange. She said she wasn't to blame, because she forgot.

Well, you can sort of see it. The fact that her baby was in the car simply never entered her mind.
There was nothing deliberate or intentional about it. She hadn't even done anything overtly reckless,
like drinking and driving, or texting while driving. It just didn't occur to her that the baby was in the
car.

q It does seem puzzling how a person can be held responsible for forgetting something. Remembering

isn't exactly something we do, but something that happens to us. But on the other hand, there's a lot
a person can do to increase the chances of remembering.

If you’re really interested in keeping up with great minds of the debate world, you should
also add this to your feed: http://coachean.blogspot.com/ To get it, go to that address and
click on the RSS button in the address bar. This will take you to the RSS version. Once
again you can either choose to let Google subscribe for you, or you can go directly to the
reader and enter it into that green box. In either case, you’ll now have two feeds.

Gmail Calendar Documents Photos Reader Web more v

GOUSIL‘ Reader All items v [ Search_
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All items (20 Show: 10 new items - all items  Mark all as read | Refresh
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e You have subscribed to “Coachean Life." Add toafoicer... N
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T | knew it would turn out badly when | was awakened by a Cher

song
by noreply@blogger.com (Menick)

Today sucks. Everything that can go wrong, has. I've been attacked by wolves on my morning walk, |
went to give blood and they decided that | should give metablood, so | was hooked up to something

Notes

Ivour shared items will be visible to your
Google Friends. Learn More

_Start sharing that turned my precious bodily fluids flowing out of my arm into this lifeless transparent stream
flowing back into my arm with this chugga-chugga-chugga machine blasting away behind me for over
EJAdd subscription Discover » an hour (my veins are smaller than predicted, and apparently this is my fault, as if | decided which
ones to wear in the morning and deliberately tied on the tiny ones), and then when | sat down at the
Show: updated - all Refresh bleeders’ bar to replenish my supply of liquids the orange juice bottle exploded all over me, plus |
now have JV's name as the multiple high-scorer on my Wurdle game—curse his stubby little
.)Coachean Feed's starr... (10) fingers!—and when | took my tweed jacket out of the plastic this morning | discovered that the dry
. Coachean Life (10) cleaner had shrunk it about five sizes so | looked like Stan Laurel, and | wouldn't be surprised if

somewhere during the day they elected Sarah Palin and I'm going to be the last one to find out about
it. It. Has. Been. That. Kind. Of. Day.

You'll notice | mentioned nothing about Regis Saturday. All | want to know from Catholic Charlie is,
where's my medal? Legion d’honneur? Cordon bleu? MHL finalist? Frontieriand Deputy Sheriff? We
finished 4 rounds at 6 o'clock as promised, despite a series of perfect storms that made my morning
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Once you get the hang of this, you can subscribe to practically anything. Here’s my

personal reader:
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iy The Surprising Joys of Spending Less The news just gets worse every day. After
years of record debt and living beyond our means, Americans are starting to get it: We've
got to change our ways and cut back. Frugality has not been hip and cool for a long time—at
least since baby

See more from Books (1) »

Disney and more (1)

iy Tokyo Disneyland Artwork This week is a special Tokyo Disneyland week on Disney
and more! After the first part of Tokyo Disneyland Halloween season on monday - and part

two coming tomorrow, the artwork article of the week, so, is dedicated to TDL. Don't forget to

See more from Disney (1) »
Amazon Daily (2

i Honey the Dachshund is Just Ducky This is almost nauseatingly cute. I've r’
never seen such a photogenic Dachshund. There's a lot more Honey on flickr,
where she's essentially a star. With a face like that it's easy to see why. Image
courtesy of flickr. *~Spanno*

i Stitch yourself a thinner depth-of-field The picture above should be completely
impossible to take with a 35mm-sized camera. It has the frame-of-view of about a 45mm
lens, but the depth-of-field of shooting that lens at an impossibly fast /0.8 (ish). But I shot it
on a plain ol' DSLR with

See more from Arts (4) »

OF THE BRIDGE (1)

i Manhattan Notthe bridge; this is from the Manhattan portion of my walk
See more from Debate (1) »

washingtonpost.com - Anne A
(2)

i Palin's Imaginary Washington "l think we need a little bit of reality from Wasilla Main
Street there, brought to Washington, D.C."

iy The Smart Money in Afghanistan KABUL — The scene is a small textile factory in a
new industrial park on the outskirts of Kabul; the characters are an Afghan businessman, his
American partner and a USAID official, the latter straight out of central casting: flustered,
important,

lebaum (washingtonpost.com

See more from News (9) »

The latest ges from the Google Reader team

Two New Power Readers, and Canada

via Google Reader by Chrix Finne on 9/25/08

Post by Robby Stein, Associate Product Marketing Manager Today we added two
more journalist contributors to the Power Readers in Politics project: Marc Ambinder
(Associate Editor of The Atlantic) and Jerry Seib (Executive Washington Editor of
The ... See more »
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Tips and tricks

If you find yourself repeatedly visiting a
website to check for updates, or if you just
stumble across a page you want to keep
track of, you can easily subscribe to it in
Google Reader using the subscribe
bookmark

To use the subscribe bookmark, simply
drag the link below to your bookmarks bar.
Then, when you're on a web page, you can
click the bookmark to view it in Google
Reader.

Once you see the feed preview, confirm

your subscription by clicking the
"Subscribe" button within Reader.

This is my reader’s home page, showing me some recommendations and tips on the right,
and selected new articles in the middle. On the left, where the real action is, I’ve
organized my feeds into folders (I’ve got a LOT of feeds). If I click on anything in the
left column, I see those feeds, and can read the articles without leaving the reader.

So what should debaters feed on? Well, the Coachean Feed already provides lots of
debate material. Victory Briefs and some other debate sites also have feeds. The New
York Times has more feeds than you can possibly absorb, and after you play around with
them for a while, you’ll find the ones you want. As a general rule, if it’s on the web,
there’s probably a feed for it. Instead of you going surfing, the surfing comes to you.

Welcome to the Twenty-First Century.



Field Trip to RSS Land

Why don’t we actually go to some likely sites and follow the process of adding feeds.
Major sites are all more or less designed the same way, so it you see a couple, you’ve
seen them all.

Since we’re being techie, let’s go to Wired.com.
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Scroll down to the bottom of the main page. You’ll see a section pointing to RSS Feeds.
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Click on the link, and you’ll see a list off all the feeds offered by the site. This is the way

many sites work, breaking down their feeds into categories.

WIRED MOBILE: RSS FEEDS
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SMART NEWS FOR SMART PEOPLE
Don't miss another great Wired.com headline -- get articles delivered in real time using RSS (Really Simple Syndication). Simpl
pick a reader and subscribe to your favorite feeds below. Headlines will update automatically as soon as they are published o
Wired.com. You may subscribe to read your favorite Wired.com headlines with any of the following news readers.
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Let’s pick one. Since we’re Mac buffs, let’s select the Cult of the Mac.



Wired Cult of Macintosh
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@ Cult of Mac: Apple Plotting an Avon Power Play?
Posted: Wed, 09 Jan 2008 02:00:00 GMTPosted: 2008-01-09T02:00:00Z
Whenever Steve Jobs wants Apple to get into something new, he follows the same tried-and-true modus
operandi: He finds the leading expert in the field and puts that person on his company's payroll.

Before Apple opened its own chain of retail stores, the very first thing Jobs did was recruit Mickey Drexler,
Gap's CEO, to sit on Apple's board as an adviser.

So when Apple announced this week that it had given a board seat to Andrea Jung, CEO of cosmetics giant
Avon Products, it raised the question: What could Jobs be getting into? Could it be related to Avon's expertise in
mobile commerce (think iPhone) or the cosmetics company's unique sales operation in China?

Valleywag speculated that Jung, who also sits on the board of General Electric, might be a peacemaker
between Apple and NBC, which pulled out of Apple's online iTunes Store last summer. (GE owns 80 percent of
NBC Universal.)

Others noted that Jung is the first woman to sit on Apple's board in a decade, and that she heads up one of the
most feminine companies in the world. Avon touts itself as the "company for women," empowering millions of
female entrepreneurs. The world of technology is distinctly male, but if there's a high-tech company that appeals
to women, it's Apple.
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There it is. And lo and behold, there’s a button for adding it to Google. Click that button.

Wired Cult of Macintosh
Commentary: Cult of Macintosh
http://feeds.wired.com/wired/commentary/cultofmac

Google offers two different ways to keep up-to-date with your favorite sites:

Your Google homepage brings together Google Google Reader makes it easy to keep up with the
functionality and content from across the web, on a latest content from a large number of sites, all on a
single page. single reading list.

Add to Google homepage or Add to Google Reader

Yep. There’s the automated process for adding it to your reader. Easy or what?



Just for comparison’s sake, look at the New Yorker. This is what they have at the bottom
of their main page.

FRUI VL 3 VIOV,

Brooklyn.
THE FOOD PACE

CONTACTUS RSSFEEDS PRESS CENTER ADVERTISING

visit our sister sites

ZRGE | EPICURIOUS | FLIP.COM | MEN.STYLE.COM | STYLE.COM | W
CHITECTURAL DIGEST | BON APPETIT | BRIDES | CONDE NAST POR
GOLF WORLD | GOURMET | LUCKY | MEN'S VOGUE | SELF | TEEN VO

CONDENET | Subscribe to a magazir

Regstration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agn

Click on their RSS feeds, and it looks like this. Again, there’s the buttons to add a feed to
Google.

FEEDYS
Stay up to date on everything happening on newyorker.com.

ARTICLES & MULTIMEDIA | BLOGS | PODCASTS

ARTICLES & MULTIMEDIA
THE NEW YORKER
Stay up to date on everything happening in The New Yorker and on newyorker.com.

LATEST ADDITIONS

MY Yaroo!. (3 Add to Google| B I

REPORTING & ESSAYS
Featured articles from The New Yorker.

LATEST ADDITIONS

2 My yasoo!. | ([ Add to Google| B IEETE

ARTS & CULTURE

Reviews, columns, and listings from The New Yorker.

LATEST ADDITIONS

2 MY Yaroo!. | ([ Add to Google| |5 IEETIEE

HUMOR
Shouts & Murmurs and cartoons from The New Yorker.

LATEST ADDITIONS

MY Yool | ([ Add to Google B TGS

FICTION & POETRY

Short stories and poems from The New Yorker.



Click on a Google button, and there’s the choice again for the reader:

Reporting &amp; Essays
Featured articles from The New Yorker.
http://feeds.newyorker.com/services/rss/feeds/reporting.xml

Google offers two different ways to keep up-to-date with your favorite sites:

Your Google homepage brings together Google
functionality and content from across the web, on a
single page.

Google Reader makes it easy to keep up with the

latest content from a large number of sites, all on a
single reading list.

Add to Google homepage or Add to Google Reader

[ Y PN [ L N PN

Go ahead and add a lot of feeds from wherever you want, now that you know how. You
can always delete them later. Eventually you’ll set your own personal limits. But overall,
you will be very much on top of a lot of data you might otherwise have missed.

RSS forever!!!



