
Setting Up A Very Easy RSS Reader 
 
RSS stands for Real Simple Syndication. It is a format for web material that is sent to 
you, rather than you having to go to it. If you have twenty favorite websites, RSS allows 
you to automatically collect all the data from those websites, so all you have to do is go 
to one place. To do this you need a special sort of program that can retrieve the material. 
Once you’ve got such a program—a reader—and added an RSS feed from a website to 
that reader, the latest from that website is always there waiting for you. 
 
To see how this works, go to the New York Times website. Right in the address bar, 
you’ll see those letters RSS. 
 

 
 
Sometimes you’ll see the official RSS icon: 
 

 
 
In either case, this means that the people behind the website are making their material 
available in RSS format. All you have to do is sign up for it. 
 
There are a variety of RSS readers out there, plus nowadays browsers have built-in RSS 
functions. The instructions here will be for setting up the Google Reader. It’s easy, and 
all it requires is that you have a gmail account. (And if you don’t have a gmail account, 
it’s no big deal to get one; you never have to use it for anything but access to the reader.) 
 
Let’s set up a Google reader, then we’ll talk about how to use it. 



Go to google.com and click on more on the top left. Select the Reader. 
 

 
If you already have a Google account, sign in. If not, create one. 
 

 



Once you have your account and are logged in, you can go to the Google reader. It starts 
out empty, with a welcome message.  
 

 
 
What we have to do now is add some RSS feeds. There are various ways of handling this. 
As you get experienced with the software, you can just paste a feed url into the green add 
subscription box in the left-hand column. 
 
 

 
 
The easiest thing to do, however, is to go to a website and let the reader find if there’s a 
feed. That’s why I like the Google reader: it does the heavy lifting for you.  



For a start, go the the Coachean Feed. It is accessible from a link at the top left of 
jimmenick.com.  
 

 
 
When you click on the link and go to the feed, you’ll see the RSS symbol in the address 
bar. Click on that symbol.  
 

 
 

 
 



This will open the feed in the RSS format. You could simply copy the RSS address you 
now see and paste it into the green Add Subscription box back in the reader, but the 
reader is so smart it wants to help you out. Just click the Subscribe Now button at the top 
of the RSS page. We do, of course, want to use Google as our subscribe option. 
 

 
 
You’ll get a choice of adding the site to your Google homepage or the Google reader. 
Choose the button to add it to the reader. 
 

 



Now you will be taken back to the reader, with the subscription up and running. 
 

 
 
If you’re really interested in keeping up with great minds of the debate world, you should 
also add this to your feed: http://coachean.blogspot.com/  To get it, go to that address and 
click on the RSS button in the address bar. This will take you to the RSS version. Once 
again you can either choose to let Google subscribe for you, or you can go directly to the 
reader and enter it into that green box. In either case, you’ll now have two feeds. 
 

 



Once you get the hang of this, you can subscribe to practically anything. Here’s my 
personal reader: 
 

 
 
This is my reader’s home page, showing me some recommendations and tips on the right, 
and selected new articles in the middle. On the left, where the real action is, I’ve 
organized my feeds into folders (I’ve got a LOT of feeds). If I click on anything in the 
left column, I see those feeds, and can read the articles without leaving the reader. 
 
So what should debaters feed on? Well, the Coachean Feed already provides lots of 
debate material. Victory Briefs and some other debate sites also have feeds. The New 
York Times has more feeds than you can possibly absorb, and after you play around with 
them for a while, you’ll find the ones you want. As a general rule, if it’s on the web, 
there’s probably a feed for it. Instead of you going surfing, the surfing comes to you.  
 
Welcome to the Twenty-First Century. 



Field Trip to RSS Land 
 
Why don’t we actually go to some likely sites and follow the process of adding feeds. 
Major sites are all more or less designed the same way, so it you see a couple, you’ve 
seen them all. 
 
Since we’re being techie, let’s go to Wired.com. 
 

 
 
Scroll down to the bottom of the main page. You’ll see a section pointing to RSS Feeds.  
 

 



Click on the link, and you’ll see a list off all the feeds offered by the site. This is the way 
many sites work, breaking down their feeds into categories. 
 

 
 
Let’s pick one. Since we’re Mac buffs, let’s select the Cult of the Mac. 



 
 
There it is. And lo and behold, there’s a button for adding it to Google. Click that button. 
 
 

 
 
Yep. There’s the automated process for adding it to your reader. Easy or what? 
 



Just for comparison’s sake, look at the New Yorker. This is what they have at the bottom 
of their main page. 
 

 
 
Click on their RSS feeds, and it looks like this. Again, there’s the buttons to add a feed to 
Google. 
 

 
 



Click on a Google button, and there’s the choice again for the reader: 
 

 
 
 
 
Go ahead and add a lot of feeds from wherever you want, now that you know how. You 
can always delete them later. Eventually you’ll set your own personal limits. But overall, 
you will be very much on top of a lot of data you might otherwise have missed. 
 
RSS forever!!! 


